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December 10, 2025



December 24, 2024

A Christmas Eve Surprise

Preston Cook

Recognition of the Bald Eagle as our National Bird



The
Beginning



Cornell University
Ithaca, New York



pub. 1962

1907 - 1964



Peregrine Fund

Osprey Tales

Effect of DDT on
osprey (top) and
peregrine (vottom)

eggs



Biomagnification



Founded in 1965
Madison, Wisconsin
Peregrine Conference
Organized by Joe Hickey



First Earth Day
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Endangered Species Act

Banned DDT in



Key Peregrine Players
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Peregrine Fund

Captive Breeding in Ithaca, NY

W.D. Smith



Hacking boxes for peregrines

Buffalo Bill Center
of the West

Three Rivers Avian

Buffalo Bill Center
of the West



1976

The Bicenfennial



U.S.Geological Service



VS






Selecting a Site

RickBonney

RickBonney



What is Needed?



Lab of Ornithology



Rick Bonney



D = ~ 44 mi



Jackie Bakker
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Bald Eagle
populations in
Great Lakes in
1975
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Preparing for Arrival
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Flying to New York




Arrival

Cornell
Univ.



First Day

Cornell University



Life on the Hillside



Feeding time



Menu Choices



Banding and Radiotelemetry

Cornell University

Cornell University






Fledging

Jackie Bakker



1977



Pamela McClelland



Cornell University

Pamela McClelland



M3 — A rehabbed eagle arrives from Michigan in July



Discovery

The New York Times
Fall 1977

Buffalo Courier-Express



Honor

Induction into Iroquois Confederacy



10 States that hacked eagles:

NORTHEAST

NY 1975-1988
MA 1982-1988
VT 2004-2006

MID-ATLANTIC
NJ  1983-1990
SOUTH

GA 1979-1995
NC 1983-1988

AL  1995-1998
KY 1981

198
41
29

60

89
AL
91

1

Alaska
Cape Breton, Nova Scotia
Maine, New York, Maryland, Massachusetts

GRAND TOTAL =1,012



Nesting Pairs: 1967-2023 in NY and New England

ME N VT MA RI CT NY Total
1967 0 0 0 0 0 21
2007 12 0 25 0 1 452
2023 119 38 90+ §) 90+ ~1,343
Pennsylvania: 3 nesting pairs in 1980s

300 nesting pairs in 2023









Breeding Success

: X Repodslndicale
. | Jacobsons Held

Reunion at Jail

Are Born

July 19, 1980 — New York Times
1976 Wisconsin eagles mate



Bald Eagle Nesting Territories (1970 - 2020)



Bald Eagle Populations - Lower 48 + Alaska
2018-2019



Eagle Reintroduction Timeline

1940 Bald Eagle Protection Act passed
1960 Silent Spring was published
1962 Rachel Carson died
1965 Madison WI conference — Joe Hickey raised status of PF
1970 DDT banned at Madison conference

Peregrine Fund was founded
1972 Federal Ban of DDT
1973 Endangered Species Act passed

First Peregrine reproduced by the Peregrine Fund

1976 Bald Eagle Reintroduction Project began in Montezuma NWR in New York
2007 Bald Eagles removed from the Endangered Species List

2020 Last Bald Eagle hacked in Tennessee



My Return



Eagle sculpture at MNWR.

Designed by Jay Seaman in 2016 to commemorate
40th anniversary of reintroduction of Bald Eagles in
New York.



Meeting with refuge staff in 2022



The Mural

Jackie Bakker



Bald Eagle Nests in
refuge - 2023



Jackie Bakker



Public Relations

On osprey platform at MNWR

Eagle stealing
fish from osprey

-

Eaglet born on
osprey platform

)



The Future: Current Threats to Eagles



Eagle feathers sold on black market



A toxic
cyanobacterium
transferred by coots
and other water birds
to bald eagles.



secondary poisoning from preying on rodents

human development of lakeshores, oceanfront, and

open forest land

extreme weather, food availability






Jackie Bakker



In nature,
nothing exists alone.

~ Rachel Carson, 1962

Nick Gates



Available in Bookstores in
Hardcover, Kindle, and Audio.

Also found on:

— Amazon

— Bookshop.org

— Chelsea Green Publishing
for 35% off (coupon code
“CGP35” at checkout

https://www.chelseagreen.com/product/return-to-the-
sky/

Email: tinamorris474@gmail.com


https://www.chelseagreen.com/product/return-to-the-sky/
https://www.chelseagreen.com/product/return-to-the-sky/

